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Purpose

• Characterize standard monitoring environments and speaker 
placement for mixing. (BS-775-2)

• Set correct reference levels (acoustic and electric) for mixing 
environments.
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• Stress the importance of accurate frequency spectrum response     
with in a monitoring system.

•



Characteristics of Rooms and 

Spaces
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Standardized Reference 

Levels
Universal monitoring system requirements are reflected in the RP 
and can be summarized in the following statements:

• Room size has a direct impact on loudness. Thus the physical Sound 
Pressure Level reference for monitoring must be scaled for room volume. 
Setting proper sound pressure reference levels for the listening environment  
will provide greater uniformity of product from room to room.
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• Monitoring frequency response is important, especially at the 
frequency extremes, where current production has the most variation.

• Monitoring positioning and appropriate delays are key in order to 
properly localize sound as well as create proper phantom images 
(stereo).



Reference Sound Pressure 

Levels
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Balanced Frequency Spectrum 

For Monitoring Systems

For higher quality spaces (category I-III) room equalization is highly desirable for optimum 

frequency response for program content. It has been shown that mixers produce 

mixes that are the inverse of errors in the monitor frequency response. 
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